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Abstract
Medea Khutsishvili

The Right to Life of Foetus

Right to life is recognised and guaranteed both at national and international levels, as well as
by moral norms for all human beings, although foetus?, which is a creature having all
characteristics identical to human from the 8th week of pregnancy, cannot exercise this right
equally to others; it is a human being whose life becomes the victim of prevailing public

opinion and gender-related selection.

The research concerns the right to life of foetus and issues of its recognition as a

person/human being.

The purpose of the work is to review and evaluate the national and international legal
mechanisms related to protection of foetus’s rights to life, as well as challenges that may occur

at national level regarding foetus.

The paper suggests effective and and reasonable ways to eliminate existing legislative

shortcomings aiming at improvement of legislative space and public development.

2 Embryo developing after 8 weeks of pregnancy. Embryo/foetus is a creature developing in the uterus of a
pregnant woman following from the 8th week of pregnancy until its birth. Within this period, all the major body
organs are developed, limbs are formulated and genital organs are beginning to develop; its length is 2.5cm; in the
next few weeks, before the end of the first trimester, it is already possible to hear its heart rate on a foetal monitor.
Within the first 8 weeks of pregnancy the embryo is remarkably changing and a tiny human body begins to
develop from a pile of cells, i.e. the foetal shield.
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2012 | 39,2 15,9
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2015
2016
2017
2018
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59 249
56 569
53 293
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31325
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28 887
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26 538

29 310
28 347
27 682
25635
24 600

106,9
109,0
104,4
107,9
107,9
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